
Primary category: Shrub

Scientific: Symphoricarpos albus (L.) S.F. Blake

Common names:

Common snowberry, snowberry

Habitat: Brushfields, Forests

Description (by Bosky Dell Natives):
A finely branched, deciduous shrub (to 6 ft.), common in 
westside woods from Alaska to California. Snowberry has 
small,white to pink bell-shaped flowers (May to August) 
and showy white berries. The berries persist well into 
winter and provide food for birds. 

Part sun (sun), low-regular water, well-drained soil.

Lewis and Clark's journal entries (by Bosky Dell Natives):
Lewis described snowberry in his journal entry of August 13, 1805, from a tributary of the Lemhi River in 
Idaho: "the road. . .brought us to a large creek. . . I saw near the creek some bushes of the white maple 
[mountain maple]. . . and a species of honeysuckle much in it's growth and leaf like the small honeysuckle of 
the Missouri [western snowberry] only rather larger and bears a globular berry as large as a garden pea and 
as white as wax.this berry is formed of a thin smooth pellicle which envellopes a soft white musilagenous 
substance in which there are several small brown seed irregularly scattered or intermixed without any sell or 
perceptible membranous covering."

 Again, while traveling along the Lolo Trail on September 20, 1805, "saw the huckleberry, honeysuckle, and 
alder . . . Also a kind of honeysuckle which bears a white bury and rises about 4 feet high not common but to 
the western side of the rockey mountains."
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